THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

Yezidis, or so-called " devil-worshippers/' of the
Zagros mountains, who are probably a remnant of
the ancient Medic or Proto-medic inhabitants,
still worship the Sun-god ;* still pray towards the
rising Sun; and still have the serpent carved upon
their sacred buildings.3

Although many modifications occurred in later
times, it is probable that, in the very early days
of Babylonia, the worship of the Sun and the
serpent was the form of religion, which prevailed
there and in the adjacent countries.

One of the earliest of the gods of Babylonia was
Ea, whose emblem was the seven-headed serpent/
and who was the god of the river of the great
serpent, or the Euphrates.1

Amongst the Chaldeans, Hea, or Ea, and his son
Marduk, were the deities invoked for protection
from all infernal powers, and from sorcery," in
fact, from perils of every kind. Ea was the god
of wisdom. In the Chaldean account of the Deluge,
it is said that Ea gave warning of the coming
flood, and directed the preparation of the ark
or ship, It is also said that Ea declared this to
his minister, who heard and proclaimed the
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